Series 8, Episode 7

Karen Langat’s Farm, Uasin Gishu, KENYA

This leaflet contains information on: soil tests, onions,
chickens, Same Tiger tractor

If undelivered, please return to The Mediae Company, PO Box 215-00502, Karen.

Soil Tests For more information, SMS “SOIL” to 30606

A soil test will tell you how good your soil is. The results will tell you what to add to make your soil better.
Take a soil sample and send it to CropNuts for testing. Call CropNuts’ soil testing service Daktari wa Udongo
on 0790 499190.

How to take a soil sample
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1. Take samples in a zig zag across 2. Use a soil auger or panga to take 3. Mix the samples in a bucket

your field. Take 5 samples from a sample at least 1 foot deep. throroughly. Put % kg of the sample
each field. Fields with different soil in a CropNuts bag. Send it for

types, slopes and drainage should testing.

be sampled separately.

Make sure the soil sample is labelled clearly with your name, phone number,
field and the crop you want to plant.

In the lab, the sample is tested for 3 primary nutrients and 10 secondary nutrients. [ -

It is also tested for organic matter to see if there is enough nitrogen in the soil and ‘

to check soil acidity. / 2
Al

Your soil test results

You will receive a 2-page report.

Page 1 shows the nutrient levels of your soil. Red means the nutrient level is either too high or too low.
Green means the nutrient level is good.

Page 2 gives you the actions to take to make
your soil better. For example, if your soil is too
acidic, the report will say to add lime, and will
tell you how much to add.




For more information, SMS “WEEDS” to 30606

Onions

Onions can be a profitable crop. You can get 12-15 tonnes from an acre. They mature earlier than many
other crops. After spending 4-6 weeks in the nursery, they can mature in 2 %2 months.

Plant onion seeds in nursery
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* You will not be wasting space in your main field with seeds that
do not germinate.

e |t is easier to protect a nursery from pests and diseases.

e |t is easier to protect a nursery against the weather, such as too
much sun.
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Transplant your onion seedlings

Plant your seedlings 5-7 cm
apart, in rows 15 cm apart.

Transplant your seedlings
after 4-6 weeks.

Kill weeds with Galigan

Galigan is a post-emergence herbicide. This means that it can kill weeds after the onions have germinated,
without killing the onions. It kills many different weeds, including grasses and broad-leafed weeds.

Use Galigan 1 week after transplanting. If you planted your onions directly into the field, use Galigan when
the onion seedlings have 2-3 leaves.

After 1 Week

1.Mix 50ml of Galigan in 20 litres 2. Spray your crop evenly from side 3. After 1 week, you will see the

of water. Shake well. to side. Spray close to the ground
so there is no wastage if it is a
windy day.

weeds dying. Since it controls
weeds over a long time, repeated
spraying may not be necessary.

Using Galigan is faster and easier than weeding manually. It can keep weeds away for the whole season.

Buy Galigan from agrovets. Buy in pack sizes 50ml, 250 ml or 1 litre.

Always wear protective gear when using chemicals

Chemicals can be harmful to your health. Some chemicals can irritate
the eyes or skin. They may also irritate the lungs if breathed in.

e Wear googles to protect your eyes.

e \Wear a mask to stop you breathing in the chemicals.

e \Wear overalls and gum boots to protect your clothes and skin.
e Wear gloves to protect your hands.

Store chemicals away from children and animals.

For more information, SMS “FEEDS” to 30606

Chickens

Keep your chicks, growers and layers apart. They need different
feeds at different ages.

Have a footbath with disinfectant at the entrance of your chicken
house. It stops you from bringing pests and diseases from outside
to your chickens through your shoes.

Chicks - 3 days to 8 weeks old

Keep your chicks in a round brooder with no corners. Corners are bad because chicks move towards them
and get trapped. Some may die.

Make sure that there is good ventilation in the
chicken house. Have a light or a jiko for warmth.
Look at the chicks to see if they are too hot or too

If they are close to the heat, they are too cold. If
they are far from the heat, they are too hot. If
they are evenly spread, the temperature is correct.

(s
Too cold Just right Too hot

Feed your chicks Fugo Chick & Duckling Mash. Make sure that there is always clean water available.

After 2 months, your chicks should weigh 380-400 g.

Weigh your chicks using a bucket and scales:
1. Weigh the empty bucket on the scales
e.g. 100g

2. Put 5 chicks in the bucket and weigh on
the scales e.g. 20508

3. Work out the weight of the chicks without
the bucket e.g. 2050 — 100 = 1950g

4. Work out the average weight of each chick. [#
e.g. 1950 + 5 = 390g

Growers - 8 weeks to point of lay at 3 months

Feed your growers Fugo Growers Mash. It will help
your growers to gain weight and have good bone
structure.

The feeder should be at the same level of the
chicken’s back. You need 1 feeder for 50 birds.

Make sure that water is always available.

Layers - point of Lay

Your layers should be about 1.5 kg when they
start to lay. Feed them with Fugo Compleat
Meal. The layers will lay eggs of a good size
with a strong shell and yellow yolk.

§ Remember to change feeds gradually over
- 3 days.

Give your layers 140g of food per day. Give?/, in the morning and?/, in the evening. If layers eat too much
they will become too heavy and will be poor layers.




For more information, SMS “TRANSPORT” to 30606

Same Tiger tractor

The Same Tiger tractor from Simba Corp speeds up farming.
It is very easy to use.

A tractor is an investment. It can do many different jobs such
as ploughing, planting and transporting. Make money from
your tractor by hiring out to your neighbours.

The Same Tiger is affordable. Buy with cash, or get finance
from the bank. You could buy as a group and share the costs.

Simba Corp will come to your shamba to service it and to do
repairs. It is easy to get spare parts.

The Same Tiger comes
with a discal plough.
The equipment is high
quality.

The Same Tiger has
good fuel consumption.

The water level in the The oil with the dipstick.  The greasing points. Use That the air filter is free
radiator. a 3 stroke grease gun. of dust.
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