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Control Striga and Stem Borer easily with Push Pull 

Striga and stem borer can be controlled easily, without any chemicals. Napier grass planted around the maize and 
Desmodium between the maize push and pull the pests away from the maize. Desmodium and Napier can also be 
fed to your livestock. Desmodium improves your soil fertility.

Striga Stem borer

When Desmodium is planted between the maize, Striga 
is ‘pulled’ to grow in the Desmodium instead of the 
maize. 
The Desmodium does not allow Striga to continue to 
grow, and it dies. The maize plants are not affected.

The stem borer moths do not like the smell of
Desmodium, and are ‘pushed’ away from maize. The 
moths are ‘pulled’ to lay their eggs on the Napier grass, 
which kills any caterpillars that hatch.

Planting Napier grass around the maize

Plant 3 rows of Napier 2 1/2 feet apart, 3 feet away from the maize, all around the field. Make holes every 2 ½ feet. 
Add 2 handfuls manure, mix with the soil, then plant a Napier cane in the hole, burying 2 nodes in the soil.  

Planting maize 

Make rows 2 ½ feet apart, starting 3 feet from the Napier grass. Dig holes 1 foot apart on the rows. Mix 1 spoon of 
superphosphate fertiliser  (TSP) with the soil in each hole. Plant one maize seed in each hole, and water well.

Planting desmodium

Plant the desmodium seeds (you will need 1kg per acre) or stalks between the maize rows. Trim the desmodium 
after 3 and 6 weeks and keep it from growing within the maize plants.
Remember to weed, water and fertilise your maize crop well. The Push Pull method works well if it is cared for. 


